
Could you spend a year apart from everything and everyone you know, 
travelling to places you know little about? Simply for the chance to sit 
down, talk and share stories about your family and life’s passion with 
those you meet along the way? One hundred years ago, a young 
Scottish schoolteacher named Charles Gordon did exactly that.

Newly married, Charles believed his family’s business was worth 
sharing with the world and accepted a challenge given by his father-
in-law, William Grant. To go abroad and spread their family story. 
Having only been in the job for a few years and burdened with the 
success of the family business, this young man set sail from Scotland 
to the Far East and Australia, with a quarter of the company’s profits 
and his suitcase full of the family’s liquid gold.

“All things must yield to industry and time. None cease to rise but those 
who cease to climb” he wrote, shortly before leaving. One year on, over 
a thousand cases of whisky sold and ten different countries behind him, 
Charles stayed true to his word. He returned home to a hero’s welcome, 
his suitcase emptied but his mind full of spectacular stories. Letters he 
wrote to his wife back home depicted a demanding voyage across the 
high seas and a lone Scotsman striking deals in unfamiliar new places. 
Little could he have known that by his determination and enterprise, 
he was writing his family’s future and setting the course for their prized 
whisky to become the world’s favourite family-owned blend. 

How far would you 
go to share a truly 
great story? 
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To the ends of the earth and back again?

The three generations that followed this man inherited tales of Charles’ adventures 
and tireless pursuit of perfection, but his stories alone are only the first of many 
famous family moments. They are joined by the charismatic family personalities 
who have followed him and who have made their own mark. Determined to fulfil  
the same dream, their journeys of discovery have cemented the family’s legacy. 

In keeping with the family’s innovative spirit, Grant’s range of whiskies now 
speaks in different ways. The story has continued to evolve. Family Reserve, 
Grant’s award-winning signature blend, echoes William Grant’s original Stand 
Fast blend with its deliciously complex and smooth taste. The extended family 
also includes the Ale Cask Reserve, the only Scotch to be finished in ale casks, 
and the Sherry Cask Reserve, with its intriguing notes of Oloroso spices and nuts. 
The 12 and 18 year olds speak of warm fruits and gentle spices.

The latest chapter in the Grant’s story is the rather special 25 Year Old – a rich, 
rare and old complex whisky with harmony and balance. Each bottle is the 
culmination of five generations of heritage, expertise and genuine passion 
for whisky-making – an inspiring tale from the oldest family-owned blended 
Scotch whisky in Scotland today. 

We all have stories to share, discover yours and those around you. Who knows, 
a little time amongst family and friends might take you further than you think. 

Follow Grant’s story at www.grantswhisky.com

Charles Gordon’s order book and diary, carried during his travels

The award-winning range of Grant’s blended Scotch whiskies

Charles Gordon (right) 
and his father-in-law 
William Grant (above)
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